
2010 was another great year for the District. 
With so many exciting things to report, I hardly know where to begin. 
First, let me say that I feel privileged to work with a Board of Directors 
which is second to none! I am honored to work with so many dedicated 
individuals whom aspire to make our community a premier place for 
Houstonians to live, work, and play. 
 
Our main focus this past year was initiating several new projects 
with a specific focus on park creation, enhanced public safety, and 
economic development. We were able to enhance one of our unique 
initiatives, the District’s after school bus service, which provides after 
school transportation for children living in multi-family properties. We 
strengthened our collaboration with our community partners such 
as Southwest Houston 2000, Rockwell Management, Brays Bayou 
Association, HPD Braeburn Storefront, Friends of Westbury and the 
Office of Council Member Anne Clutterbuck.

In the summer, we received the great news that A.A. Milne once again 
received an Exemplary rating and that YES Prep was to open a middle to 
high school campus in the District.  The good news just kept coming when 
the Houston Chronicle reported that the “Heart of the District” – the 
77071 zip code was one of the Top 10 Safest Zip Codes in Houston. 
Our efforts to engage the media paid dividends as journalists showcased 

the District and reported on our amazing successes. It is our hope that we will continue these efforts in 
2011 with the assistance of a professional media team. Finally, we have spent the past several months 
planning for District expansion to include the Westbury and Braeburn Valley subdivisions.

I would be remiss if I did not mention that we did suffer a very significant loss this past year. The passing 
of Jim Myers in March was tragic for not only his family but our entire community. Jim was a friend, 
community leader, pioneer of the District, and a mentor for many including myself. His confidence and 
commitment to the renaissance of the Brays Oaks area has been the impetus for much of the recent 
beautification projects.  He inspired many, and his dreams will live on through our actions.

We hope that you enjoy reading on the many exciting initiatives and accomplishments in 2010. I want 
to personally thank everyone in our community who worked so diligently and gave so selflessly of 
their time and talents to make the Brays Oaks District such a special place. We look forward to our 
continued collaboration in 2011 and beyond.

please visit our website at www.braysoaksMD.org
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The management team and staff 
of the BOMD are hard at work 
implementing the vision of the Board of 
Directors in the adopted Service Plan. 

In 2010, the District landscaped and enhanced more than 70 esplanades to create an 
identifiable look for the District’s major thoroughfares, entranceways, pedestrian crosswalks, 
and business areas. Work continued throughout the year on a “parks and green space” 
plan which will add new parkland and hike and bike trails to the District. 

The Public Safety Program was also completely revamped in 2010.
HPD Officers now focus on targeting hotspots and areas of concern with a 
proactive (rather than reactive) approach to enforcement. Our afterschool 
return to home bus service for the multi-family housing community was 
expanded and more changes are planned for 2011.

In business and economic development, we continued to   
work with our community partners SWH2000 and Houston 
Baptist University on our Bi-Monthly Breakfast Program. 
In September, we co-hosted a workforce summit with the 
Greater Sharpstown and International Management 
Districts in partnership with Houston Community College 
and Trustee VII, Neeta Sane. As we closed out the year, 
we began planning for District expansion to more than 14 
square miles with the addition of the Braeburn Valley and 
Westbury Subdivisions. 

As we begin the New Year, I’d like to thank all of our 
community partners without whom we could not have 
accomplished so many great things in 2010. We look forward 
to continuing to work with you to keep our community a 
preferred location in Houston to live, work, and play. 

*******************

A Message 
from the 
Executive 
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 David Hawes

2010 Budget

overflowing with good news!



The Brays Oaks Management District Board of Directors 
understands that whether it is helping to keep the community 
safe or free from graffiti, working to beautify the area, or 
enhancing business opportunities, there is no greater 
responsibility than to protect the quality of life for everyone 
who lives or invests in our community. Through the adopted 
budget, projects and programs are undertaken each year to 
help us meet the goals and objectives of the board as set 
out in their Service Plan. 

2010 saw an enhanced public safety program which 
included mobile cameras, increased services for 
afterschool programs and targeted enforcement efforts. 
In environmental and urban design, esplanades were 
enhanced, a Master Parks Plan developed, and planning 
began to increase green spaces throughout the District 
in 2011. In business development, we redesigned the 
bi-monthly breakfast format to increase participation, 
created a new HOA section of the website, redesigned 
the District newsletter, and began planning for enhanced 
programs with our community partners in 2011. 
Communications with strategic partners and the media 
were also strengthened to improve the public perception 
and increase public awareness of the District services. 
As the year drew to a close, we partnered with Houston 
Baptist University and SWH2000 to thank all of our 
community volunteers who worked with us in 2010 at 
the December Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast. 
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*******************

For more information please visit 
our website at www.BraysOaksMD.org, 

attend a board meeting, or call us at 
713-595-1209 to volunteer for a committee.

please visit our website at www.braysoaksMD.org



- Making a Difference
2010 was another great year for the District  
under the leadership of Executive Director David 
Hawes.  With the crime rate at a six year low and 
current policies and programs working better than 
ever, we had lots to be proud of, and the good news 
continues! 

During the year, the District became a member of the 
City of Houston’s Police Advisory Committee with 
Director of Services Richard Rodriguez serving as 

staff liaison. Rodriguez wasted no time in contributing to the committee by 
making a presentation on the effectiveness of the District Mobile Surveillance 
Camera Program. Mayor Parker and Chief McClellan who were in attendance 
at the meeting were so impressed with the program that they directed that a 
taskforce be established to explore a possible partnership with the District. 
Mayor Parker noted that this program might help address staff shortages 
in public safety initiatives in the city. Rodriguez reported that the Mobile 
Surveillance Camera Program had been so successful that it was credited as 
having contributed to an 18% reduction in crime in the District where the 
cameras had been deployed.

During 2010, the District also forged new partnerships with the HPD command 
staff and the local Differential Response Team (DRT) storefront officers. Over 
150 visits were undertaken in the multi-family complexes in the District at which 
CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) and crime prevention 
techniques were discussed with apartment owners, managers, and residents. 
New statistical crime analysis reports were developed which assisted HPD 
officers to identify and focus on area hotspots in the District thereby taking 
a proactive approach to crime prevention. The after school Return to Home 
Bus Service Program was expanded to include Westbury High School. The 
expansion of the services was in direct response to aiding the school with their 
student refugee population who often had no transportation alternatives.

As 2010 drew to a close, yet more good news was received when the District 
was recognized by City of Houston’s Public Safety Committee for Excellence 
in Public Safety.

In 2011, the District will work with the Fondren Hot Spot Enforcement Team 
to utilize proactive initiatives to reduce crime near the bayou and remove 
vagrants from under area bridges whom have been identified as being involved 
in illegal activities. In January, an Assistant Director of Services, Natali Lacasa 
was added to the team. Lacasa will work closely with the DRT to identify 
and report to the city code enforcement violations in the District. Other plans 
include an increase in the number of mobile cameras and implementation and 
use of a specialized P-Cam. The P-Cam is a small wireless motion activated 
camera (similar to a game camera) which will be deployed in areas to combat 
illegal dumping, metal theft, and graffiti. 2011 will also see the District continue 
to develop monthly statistical reports to identify crime trends and hotspots 
and provide that information to HPD. We will also reorganize the Apartment 
Stimulus Program and offer incentives to complexes which offer school-based 
leases to decrease the local schools’ mobility rates.

 Public 
Safety

******************** Public 
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The new city of Houston police station located on Gessner Road 
is coming along nicely. According to the latest word from Council 
Member Anne Clutterbuck’s office, the anticipated completion 
date is late October or early November. At the recent ground 
breaking in September, long time resident and community activist 
Rita Woodward said it best: “It’s exciting to watch the progress 
being made on the new police station being built on Gessner, 
and I can’t wait until it’s completed and open for business. This 
is a vision and dream come true for our community. There’s no 
doubt this facility is needed to house the best HPD officers in 
the City of Houston. My 
recommendation is that 
it be named the “Brays 
Oaks Police Station” and 
I am pushing for this to 
happen”.

to get 
city of 
Houston

BrAYS OAkS 
   nEw 
Police Station   

This is a vision and dream come true 
for our community. There’s no doubt 
this facility is needed to house the best 
HPD officers in the City of Houston.   
    -  Rita Woodward
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A total of 73 Esplanade enhancements have been 
completed throughout the District. The program, 
which began in 2008, focuses on upgrading 
esplanades with new landscaping, fresh shrubs and 
trees, and total underground irrigation.  “The changes 
have been exciting to see,” said long time resident 
Judy Myers. “Residents and visitors driving 
through the neighborhood comment about 
the beautiful landscaping on our esplanades. 
Many have told me that they think of Jim with 
a grateful smile on their face while admiring the 
landscaping.” Myers goes on to say that “it shows 
that the neighborhood is flourishing, and seeing 
beautifully landscaped esplanades encourages 
pride in our community. If you see trash or 
an illegally placed sign on our beautifully 
landscaped esplanades, STOP SAFELY and 
get rid of it.”

   Graffiti Abatement
During 2010 more than 284 occurrences of graffiti were removed from 
around the district. We are grateful to our community partners and 
residents who actively assist us in reporting incidents. We are also 
working closely with our graffiti abatement contractor and HPD to 
identify and prosecute the individuals responsible for graffiti in our 
district. We encourage all residents and businesses to join in the 
effort to help us eradicate graffiti from the district by reporting to  
3-1-1, or by going on-line to www.BraysOaksMD.org and reporting 
incidences via the “Report a Problem” button on the home page.

Trash & Bandit Sign removal
The District is cleaned twice weekly to remove trash and bandit 
signs from area medians and public rights-of-way. Since the 
program was initiated, over 100 tons of trash and thousands of 
bandit signs have been removed. This campaign is essential to 
the economic vitality of the District. Research studies show that a 
well maintained business area encourages additional shopping 
by making shoppers feel safe and welcome. Businesses 
are encouraged to keep up the good work of cleaning and  
maintaining the areas surrounding their retail centers. 

 

 Clean
Green

keeping the District Clean & Green

-From viSiOn 
  to rEAliTY

Richard Rodriguez and Judy Myers 

remove the last of the temporary signs.
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During the development of a Parks Master Plan in 2010, 
pedestrian connectivity was identified as a high priority. 
Recommendations were provided for the creation of a 
Comprehensive Trail System within the District to connect 
residents to local parks, schools, retail centers, and existing trail 
systems. To help move this project along, the District has applied 
to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for grant funding. 

The intent is to promote the development and begin implementation 
of a Comprehensive Trail System by the extension of an existing 
trail along the Fondren Diversion Channel. The Fondren Diversion 
Channel is a major drainage structure which connects Willow 
Waterhole to Brays Bayou.  An existing asphalt trail along the 
channel provides access from Braeswood Boulevard, along the 

Fondren Middle School property and 
across Dumfries Road to Willowbend 
Boulevard. This trail system connects 
neighboring multi-family residential 
complexes to the school as well as 
direct access to the Brays Bayou Trail. 
In the fall of 2009, the Harris County 
Flood Control District planted over 
650 trees along the channel between 
Brays Bayou and Bankside to beautify 
the corridor.  

With grant monies awarded from the 
TPWD Recreational Trails Grant, the 
District can tie into the existing trail and 
construct nearly 4,000 linear feet of 
new trail. This trail would extend 
from Willowbend Boulevard to an 
existing pedestrian bridge crossing 
at Bankside Drive and down to W. 
Bellfort Street. Existing sidewalks 
along W. Bellfort would connect 
trail users to neighborhood retailers, 
restaurants, and public transportation 
(METRO routes). The proposed trail 
will be located at the top of bank along 
the Fondren Diversion Channel and 
will create a major trail corridor for the 
District from which additional trails can 
connect. This portion of the channel 
would connect trail users to local 
neighborhood retail along Willowbend 
Avenue, the Braeswood Assembly of 
God house of worship, the B’Nai B’Rith 
Senior Citizen Housing Complex, and 
an existing pedestrian bridge which is 
the only designated 
pedes t r i an -on l y 
crossing along the 
Fondren Diversion 
Channel.

to 
develop 

TExAS PArkS & 
wilDliFE   
District seeks, partnership, funding from

please visit our website at www.braysoaksMD.org
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Signs of change were happening in our 
community throughout 2010 as savvy 
investors and community leaders saw 
opportunities to take on projects that really 
made a difference. With newly refurbished 
multi-family housing complexes, such as 
Reserve at Creekbend and new construction 
projects around the community,  the economic 
woes of the past several years gave way 
to promising things to come. YES Prep 
opened a new campus on W. Bellfort, HISD 
began a complete renovation of Valley West 
Elementary, and new business construction 
could be seen throughout the District. 
 
On November 18th, the Judwin Realty Group 
dedicated yet another newly renovated 
property in the District: The Reserve at 
Creekbend Apartment Homes. This complex, 
along with their Reserve at Bankside property 
which was completed in 2009, added 
millions in reinvestment to our community, 
and they’re not done! As we moved into 
2011, work had begun on two other projects: 
the former Greenhouse Patio and Mesa Ridge 
properties. With millions more in reinvestment, 
both properties will be completely renovated 
inside and out. The Greenhouse complex will 
become the Reserve at 63, while the Mesa 
Ridge property will become the Reserve at 
Braes Forest. This is, of course, great news 
for all of our homeowners, condo/townhomes 
owners, and the entire Brays Oaks community. 
To learn more about any of these properties 
visit www.judwin.com. 

 Business
 Development

MulTi-FAMilY COMPlExES rEviTAlizED, 
YES Prep campus opens, 
B u S i n E S S  O P P O r T u n i T i E S  E x P A n D

2010

overflowing with good news!

Reserve at Creekbend
      - Grand Opening

Valley West HISD       - Renovation
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2011 -
DiSTriCT ExPAnSiOn PlAnnED
As 2010 drew to a close, plans were underway to expand the District. Early in the year, District Executive 
Director David Hawes was approached by several community groups about possible expansion of the 
District into their area. As meetings were held and District services explained, official notices were sent by 
the respective neighborhoods to the Board of Directors requesting inclusion in the District. The proposed 
expansion, Hawes notes, “will have to be taken before the legislature in 2011, and we feel confident 
that with the support of our elected representatives we will be successful in expanding the District 
as requested”.  The new plan would add over 5 sq. miles to the existing 9 sq. mile District.



 Community YES Prep South changes campus name 
2010 waS OvERFlOwing wiTH gOOD nEwS FROM OuR cOMMuniTy PaRTnERS. 
In October, the District was notified by Tarrieck Rideaux, of the YES Prep Campus 
located at 9000 W. Bellfort, that a decision had been made to officially change the 
campus name of their newest campus to YES Prep Brays Oaks in recognition of the 
uniqueness of the area. 

Executive Director David Hawes stated: “We had been working with Tarrieck and school officials 
regarding a name change for the campus since we were first notified of their interest in locating 
in the District. We were thrilled when we received the news as it shows that the YES Prep 
officials recognize the importance of community identity and how this strengthens everyone’s 
efforts in the area,” He goes on to say that “the District has been working with area business 
and community leaders since inception of the District to rebrand the area as Brays Oaks rather 
than as Fondren Southwest. This change in the name of the YES Prep campus works hand in 
hand with these rebranding efforts and we appreciate the willingness of the school to work 
with us.”      

Super neighborhood #36 changes name as well
In October, the name of the Greater Fondren Southwest Super Neighborhood Council #36 had been changed 
to Brays Oaks Super Neighborhood Council #36. Naomi Ostfeld, of SN #36, suggested changing the name to 
reflect the revitalization of the area which had been known as Fondren Southwest but is now known as Brays 
Oaks thanks to the successful efforts of Brays Oaks Management District. Naomi said, “…it was time for the 
Super Neighborhood to change its name to reflect our areas present and future instead of its past.  Both 
the City of Houston and Brays Oaks Management District approved of the name change”. The Stakeholder 
Representatives of the Super Neighborhood voted unanimously to change the name at their October 6 meeting. 
SN President Marcy Williams stated that “…the City is preparing new signs and maps with our new name.  
Everyone is very excited that we are now known as Brays Oaks Super Neighborhood Council #36.”

 FTA and METrO announce start of 
 uS 90 A/ Southwest rail impact Study
The Federal Transit Administration and METRO recently announced the start of the US 90A/Southwest 

Rail Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA). This environmental process begins with a series of scoping/community meetings 

requesting participation from interested persons and organizations.  Please join us for an “open house” 
session where METRO staff and its project team will solicit comments on the alternatives to be evaluated in the  
US 90A/Southwest Rail Corridor EIS. The US 90A/Southwest Rail Corridor study area extends approximately 
eight (8) miles from the METRO Rail Fannin South Station (southern end of the existing METRO Rail Red Line) 
along US 90A to the vicinity of West Sam Houston Tollway (Beltway 8) 
in Missouri City. Anyone interested in commenting on the proposed 
plans is encouraged to attend one of the upcoming meetings.   

overflowing with good news!



Start the new Year off right at the 
westland Family YMCA!

10402 Fondren Road  |  Houston, TX 77096  |  713.771.8333
At the Y, achieving heart health is more than just working out. In addition to our 

fitness classes and facilities, we support physical, intellectual, and spiritual strength 
with programs that promote healthier decisions. We have a wide variety of Heart Month 

activities throughout February like: - 2/11 Come do the Cupid Shuffle with us!
Not a member? Join that day and pay NO joining fee! 

learn more at www.ymcahouston.org.  

*******************

please visit our website at www.braysoaksMD.org

westbury Civic Club Honored at Mayor’s Annual Partners Awards
The Westbury Community Garden was awarded First Place by Keep america Beautiful in their National competition in the 
Beautification category for a nonprofit, civic, or community organization. In addition to the KAB Award, the Westbury garden was 
also honored locally at the Keep Houston Beautiful - 27th Annual Mayors Proud Partner Awards luncheon on November 
18th. Brays Oaks District Board Member Elaine Gaskamp was on hand to help celebrate the event. Congratulations to Becky 
Edmondson and everyone at the Westbury Civic Club for their award! 

westbury Christian 
gives back to the community
The campus ministers partnered with 1000 Hills Ministry 
to provide service to the homeless, Heavenly Hands Food 
Bank during the Thanksgiving holidays, and Habitat for Humanity to 
plant trees in the community. They also coordinated donations for 
canned goods to be distributed to various food banks, mosquito nets 
for charities in Ghana, shoes for underprivileged children in Honduras, 
and books for local underprivileged schools. In October, their students 
honored and thanked U.S. soldiers serving overseas by donating items 
for care packages. All thirteen lower-school homerooms collected 
items from a list provided by the USO, collecting enough gifts to fill 
50 boxes with basic necessities like toothbrushes and soap, as well 
as diversions like playing cards, books, and footballs.



District Board of Directors
• Position 1 –  Ms. Starla Turnbo
• Position 2 –  Ms. Audrey Ingram
• Position 3 –  Mr. Charles F. Meyer
• Position 4 –  Mr. Mehmet Okumus 
• Position 5 –  Mr. Rene Joubert
• Position 6 –  Mr. Etan Mirwis
• Position 7 –  Mr. Alan Goodlow, Sr.
• Position 8 –  Ms. Elaine Gaskamp
• Position 9 –  Mr. Cary P. Yates
• Position 10 – Mr. Greg Glenn
• Position 11 – Mr. George O. Nwanguma

District Offices
District offices are located in the Bray Oaks Towers at 

10103 Fondren Rd., Suite 301, Houston, TX 77096

David Hawes - Executive Director
DHawes@hhcllp.com 

713.595.1209

Brays Oaks Management District
www.BraysOaksMD.org
10103 Fondren Rd., Ste. 301
Houston, Texas 77096

please visit our website at www.braysoaksMD.org

please visit our website at www.braysoaksMD.org to reCeive future Newsletters via eMail

Community Calendar
winter Choral Concert
Friday, February 18, 2011 @ 7:30 p.m.
Dunham Theater - HBU campus
7502 Fondren Rd., Houston, TX, 77074
 

Symphonic Band Concert
Thursday, February 24, 2011 @ 7:30 p.m.
Dunham Theater - HBU campus
7502 Fondren Rd., Houston, TX, 77074
 

Organ recital Series 
with HBU alumna Carol Nave 
Friday, March 4, 2011 @  12 p.m. 
Belin Chapel - HBU campus
7502 Fondren Rd., Houston, TX, 77074

overflowing with good news!


