
In the first quarter we reported on a number of exciting on-
going projects, one of which I am happy to share, is finally 
official. The District expansion bill was signed into law by 
the Governor in June. This expansion brings the remainder 
of the Braeburn Super Neighborhood and the entirety of 
the Westbury Subdivision into the District. Through this 
expansion we can enhance our redevelopment efforts in a 
much more systematic and comprehensive manner.
 
Another initiative that you will read about is the unique new 
partnership with the County Attorney for enforcement of 
nuisance abatement cases. Through this program we will 
be able to monitor and hopefully close businesses that 
profit from illegal activities such as 8 liner game rooms and 
massage parlors that are fronts for prostitution. These are activities which not only harm property 
values, but are also detrimental to the quality of life of our residents. I encourage everyone in the 
community to report suspected illegal activities in and around these businesses.

In addition to the new County Attorney initiative, we launched an initiative with the Houston 
Apartment Association (HAA) and their RCR credit reporting service. This program will allow 
owners and property managers of multi-family housing communities to check criminal and 
credit histories of potential renters. The District will be underwriting the costs to encourage 
the multi-family community managers to utilize these services. We hope to reduce from 
consideration those applicants with questionable backgrounds who may be moving from 
community to community in order to avoid detection by law enforcement or other agencies as 
to possible illicit activities.

In business development news, we have hired an economic development professional, Ray 
Lawrence, who you will come to learn more about in upcoming editions of the newsletter. For 
now, I will report that the initial focus of Ray’s work will be to attract new investments and  work 
on business recruitment. Ray will also work in coordination with the Director of Marketing and a 
soon-to-be-hired relocation specialist on yet another new initiative. We are calling the new multi-
faceted marketing program - Relocation Houston and Destination Brays Oaks. The intent of this 
new initiative is to encourage those who are seeking to relocate from other areas of the country 
and perhaps even internationally, to consider Houston and specifically Brays Oaks, as the 
ideal place to call home. This “One Stop Relocation Information Program” will highlight our 
strategic location, lower taxes and cost of living, employment opportunities, the newly renovated 
multi-family housing communities, and the many beautiful, custom built homes, at exceptional 
values in deed restricted communities.  

Barbara Hite presents to 
HPD Officer 

a proclamation from the 
city at his Retirement Party 

featuring Flamenco Guitarist 
Lalo de Pilar at the 

Braesridge Clubhouse
July 21, 2011

As you read this newsletter please know that we on 
the BRAyS OAkS BOARd Of dIRectORS sincerely 
appreciate the hard work and efforts of everyone in 
the community who has helped to make this long ago 
dream of revitalization in our community a reality.  

please visit our website at

www.BraysOaksMD.Org
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  A message from the Chairman of the Board -
Etan Mirwis 



New Approach, New Partnerships

The District will launch several new public 
safety initiatives this quarter. A new program 
with the County Attorney’s Office and in 
partnership with the Spring Branch and 
Greater Sharpstown Districts, will begin in 
July. The Districts will now share in the costs 
for a dedicated County Attorney on staff to 

help enforce Chapter 125 Nuisance Abatement cases. These include eight liners 
(gambling establishments), massage businesses that are covers for houses of 
prostitution, and a host of other nuisance issues. The District will also work 
closely with HPD’s Fondren Division in identifying cases that have been mired 
in the municipal court system and get them prosecuted accordingly. “Reducing 
these businesses that attract criminal activity and community protection 
are priorities for my office,” said County Attorney, Vince Ryan. “this program 
is an innovative way for our Office to work with local agencies to fulfill our 
commitment to help improve neighborhoods.” 

In a recent press release Ryan announced that Laura Fiorentino Cahill will serve 
as an Assistant County Attorney for Community Protection and will assist the 
District’s with their nuisance cases. Cahill, a 1992 graduate of South Texas 
College of Law, has over 14 years of experience as a trial lawyer with the Office of 
the County Attorney. She previously worked on environmental matters including 
enforcement actions against automobile salvage yards that were operating in 
residential neighborhoods. 

David Hawes, Brays Oaks Executive Director, stated that “this will be unique 
in that we are going to have county Attorneys enforcing city Ordinances 
and assisting us with getting the mission accomplished, which is to reduce 
crime and continue to revitalize the area”. Hawes goes on to say “…I’d like 
to take this opportunity to strongly encourage our community to report any 
activities that they think may be questionable in and around these types 
of businesses to help us in this very important initiative”. For additional 
information on any of our public safety initiatives contact the Director of Services.

Get Involved - District initiates Public Safety Committee 

Working with local police and other agencies in the area has already born positive 
fruits. Violent crime is down 18% and the District is seeing its lowest crime 
rates in six years. In order to further this momentum, the District has created 
a Public Safety Committee to work holistically with local law enforcement and 
committed community partners. The committee is open to all participants and 
meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m. at the District offices.

 Public 
Safety

Initiatives
********************
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RCR Services 

•  Houston-Area Rental History
•  Data Move-In/Move-Out Entry 
•  Eviction Entry 
•  Texas Statewide Criminal Search 
•  Texas 11 County Supplemental  
     Criminal Search 
•  Nationwide Rental History Data
•  Nationwide Landlord-        
   Tenant Court Records 
•  Terrorist Screening 
•  Social Security   
    Number Verification

Laura Fiorentino Cahill

Vince Ryan



New RCR/HAA
Multi-Family Stimulus Program Begins

The District has finalized its agreement with the Houston Apartment Association (HAA) to pay for their Residential 
Credit Reporting (RCR) service for all the multi-family complexes in the District. RCR allows leasing agents to 
identify, in real time, the credit worthiness of any potential new applicant. This enables these agents to identify 
any applicant who has a criminal or negative credit history prior to allowing them to rent from the multi-family 
communities. This service has been in use for years by complexes that have management companies overseeing 
their properties however, it has not been widely used by all communities. In fact, although 85% of the complexes in 
the District belong to HAA, only 20% were paying for the additional RCR service. With the District taking the lead to 
ensure we have full participation by all complexes, those with criminal or negative credit histories will have a very 
difficult time renting in our community. “the district sees this initiative as both a positive marketing strategy 
with an ancillary benefit to public safety” states Director of Services, Richard Rodriguez. Final details of the 
program are currently underway with full implementation anticipated to be in place by the end of July.

  on 
 trackforNEWcity of 

Houston
      
 Police       Sub-Station   

oct1



Graffiti Abatement
Since the beginning of the year more than 137 occurrences of graffiti 
were removed from around the District. We are grateful to our community 
partners and residents who actively assist us in reporting incidents. We 
are also working closely with our graffiti abatement contractor and HPD 
to identify and prosecute the individuals responsible for graffiti in our 
District. In recent news, it was reported that HPD had caught a suspect 
who later confessed to massive amounts of tagging in not only our 
District but also the Greater Sharpstown District. This individual was 
responsible for over $22,000 in graffiti abatement damages, with 
some $6,000 in damages in our District, reported Richard 
Rodriguez, Brays Oaks Director of Services. 

We encourage all residents and businesses to join in 
the effort to help us eradicate graffiti from the District 
by reporting to 3-1-1 or by going on-line to www.
BraysOaksMD.org and reporting incidences via the 
“Report a Problem” button on the home page.

Trash & Bandit Sign Removal
The District is cleaned twice weekly to remove trash and bandit 
signs from area medians and public rights-of-way. This campaign is 
essential to the economic vitality of the District. Research studies show 
that a well maintained business area encourages additional shopping by 
making shoppers feel safe and welcome. Businesses are encouraged to 
keep up the good work of cleaning and maintaining the areas surrounding 
their retail centers.  

The city of Houston has a hazardous materials team that investigates sites 
of illegal dumping.

• How to help: Call the unit’s hotline, 713-525-2728.
• Hazardous materials: To properly dispose items such as paint, batteries 
and oil, call the city’s helpline, 311.
  

 Clean
Green

Keeping the District Clean & Green

-From VISIoN to REAlITy

overflowing with good news!

before & after



Super Neighborhood 36 
gears up to stop Ruffino 
Station Expansion 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
recently heard from folks in the SN 36 about how they 
felt about the possible expansion of the Ruffino Hills 
Transfer Station at U.S. 59 and Beltway 8. At the request 
of residents, TCEQ held a public meeting on March 24
to discuss the transfer station’s application to amend 
its permit and expand operations at the site, 9720 
Ruffino Road. “the whole idea of this is awareness. 
you’ve got to have awareness to get support,” said 
Marcy Williams, president of the SN 36 Council. Under 
its existing permit from the state, the transfer station, a 
subsidiary of WCA Waste Corp., can accept 850 tons of 
non-hazardous municipal solid waste daily. The station 
operates from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday 
and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday but 
closes early when limits are met. The company is asking 
TCEQ to amend its permit and allow it to accept up to 
2,000 tons of waste per day from 3 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily, 
seven days per week. The transfer station would close 
at 9 p.m. daily, according to its application. 

When the community requested a public meeting on the 
issue last fall, Mike Roy, general counsel for WCA Waste 
Corp., said he was confident all of the community’s 
concerns will be addressed. The permit revision is 
needed to meet increased demand at the transfer 
station, he said. According to activist Mike Bercu, 
“daily truck trips to the site will more than double, 
from 200 to 470.” According to community activist and 
Brays Oaks District Board Member, Elaine Gaskamp, 
“It’s imperative as many people as possible become 
involved to help stop the expansion of the station.”  
Gaskamp notes that a lawsuit has been filed on behalf of 
the SN 36 to halt the permitting process. Details about 
the Ruffino Hills application are available at the Morris 
Frank Library in Brays Oaks Towers, 10103 Fondren, or 
online at www.wcawaste.com/Default.asp?Page=43 
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District expansion
a done deal 

As reported in our last newsletter, District expansion was underway to bring in areas around the Westbury subdivision 
and Braeburn Super Neighborhood previously not in our District. As of this report, we’re pleased to announce that it 
is finally official, with the Governor signing the bill into law in June. What this means for the area according to District 
Executive Director, David Hawes…“we now have the opportunity to undertake a much more comprehensive 
approach to growth and redevelopment in the area by becoming more inclusive”. Hawes goes on to say that 
the District Board has appointed a nominating committee to recommend a slate of new board members from the 
respective communities to the full Board for approval.  

Real Estate Forum oct 4 

The District Business and Economic Development Committee are currently working on plans for a Real Estate 
Forum to be held on October 4. The forum will be in partnership with the Greater Sharpstown and International 
Management Districts. The purpose of the forum is to educate the residential and commercial brokerage firms on 
the purpose and services of management districts and to highlight the unique advantages of each of the districts. 
In our District we will feature properties that are available for future single-family home development, our proximity 
to the Texas Medical Center, Downtown, Uptown/Galleria and HBU, the cultural diversity of the area, and our 
outstanding home values. For additional information on the forum or to become a sponsor, contact Ray Lawrence, 
Director of Economic Development (713) 595.1235.

 Business
  Economic 
 Development

UPCoMING EVENTS. . .

Redistricting Map



New marketing
initiative soon underway!
The District will soon begin working with a relocation specialist to encourage folks who are looking to escape the 
high cost of living in other areas, to take a look at Brays Oaks. The multi-faceted marketing campaign will focus 
on our diversity, educational opportunities, employment assistance, strategic location, and the great values of our 
high quality, custom built homes in deed restricted communities. The relocation specialist will also assist staff with 
development of resource guides, housing and employment information, and other services required by those who 
are relocating. We will also work with the residential brokerage community to provide marketing assistance, as 
funds are available, to agents/brokers who wish to work with the District on this initiative. Another component of 
the plan will be to create a “One Stop destination” at the District website so that individuals can find all pertinent 
information about relocation to Houston and Brays Oaks in particular. For more information on the plan contact 
Gretchen Larson, Director of Marketing and Business Development (713) 595.1215.     

overflowing with good news!

BI-MoNTHly 
BREAKFAST DRAWS 
A CRoWD
The July bi-monthly breakfast drew a crowd of more 
than 75 who turned out to hear speakers from the 
City of Houston Office of Emergency Management, 
Ready Houston and C.E.R.T in a panel discussion 
about emergency preparedness. Officials stressed that 
everyone should have at least seven (7) days of supplies 
including: a first aid kit, NOAA radio and batteries, 
flashlight and batteries, extra eye glasses, bottled water, 
non-perishable food, clothing, bedding, sanitation (toilet 
paper & personal hygiene items), medications and copies 
of prescriptions, cash as well as credit cards, photo I. D., 
important documents and records, special products for 
babies, elderly and medically fragile family members and 
your pets. Officials noted that while most folks think of 
hurricanes when they think of Houston emergencies, they 
caution that the emergency kit should be ready 12 months 
a year and checked and updated/restocked regularly. 

UPCoMING EVENTS. . .
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  Community

HBU’s University 
Academic Center 
Gallery Fall 2011 
Art Exhibitions
 
UAc Gallery hours: 
Monday-friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   

Paintings by Karl Umlauf
September 15 - October 21, 2011
Opening reception: 
Thursday, September 15 
5:30-7 p.m.
 
Paintings and scultpure
by Sharon Kopriva
October 27 - December 9, 2011
Opening reception: 
Thursday, October 27
 5:30-7 p.m.

HBU to return NCAA Division I Athletic 
Competition to  Southwest Houston
Pending final approval from the NCAA Division I Board of Directors in August, HBU 
will become an active member of Division I as of Sept. 1. HBU fields intercollegiate 
varsity teams in baseball, basketball, cross country, golf, soccer, softball, track & 
field, and volleyball. The Huskies are the reigning Great West Conference champions 
in women’s golf, soccer and softball and are two-time winners of the Great West 
Conference Sportsmanship Award. In June, the University announced that it is 
prepared to begin the sport of football, should an appropriate league opportunity 
present itself. For a schedule of home sporting events and the latest news from the 
Huskies, visit www.hbuhuskies.com.

PartnershiP for the 
advancement & immersion of refugees

Established as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in 2007, PAIR has developed an integrated series of educational programs 
to serve the needs of refugee youth who are resettled in Houston each year from shortly after their arrival from refugee 
camps through high school graduation. These programs equip refugee youth with the means to improve their own lives 
by assisting in their adjustment to American life, providing academic enrichment and support, and providing opportunities to explore 
careers and learn the value of post-secondary education.

PAIR mentors help newly-arrived refugee youth ages 11-14 adjust to life and education in the U.S. through a weekly orientation 
program which focuses on cross-cultural understanding, celebrating diversity, and bolstering confidence through self-expression. 
PAIR also addresses the unique academic challenges facing young refugees through after-school programs at Fondren Middle 
School and Las Americas Middle School. Mentors lead recreational games and enrichment activities designed to promote English 
language acquisition and communication, build social and emotional skills, and help students understand and complete schoolwork.  
For students age 14-18, PAIR offers a youth leadership development and college access program at Westbury High School for 
students to explore opportunities for their future and develop the skills necessary to attain higher education and employment. 
Students participate in weekly workshops to build community and shared sense of responsibility as they learn about diversity and 
social issues and give back to their community through service. Mentors also guide students through exploring a career path, 
building a résumé, and applying to college.

The Brays Oaks Management District provides for the bus transportation for PAIR programs at Fondren and Westbury. PAIR is a 
young, rapidly growing nonprofit funded by private foundation grants and individual donations. They are always in need of school 
supplies, books, transportation for special field trips, and volunteers! If you are interested in supporting PAIR, please visit our website 
for more information at: http://pairhouston.org/.

Russell Schexnayder 
Willow Waterhole Park. 

 - Grand Opening - Cleanup Day!

*******************

VOLUNTEER



Westbury Scholarship Winners
Brays Oaks District congratulates our Westbury Scholarship recipients, Bailey 

Barnes and Jasmine Foots.  Bailey plans to major in Kinesiology and has not yet 
selected her college of choice and Jasmine plans to attend Prairie View to major in 

the medical field. The District wishes them every success as they 
begin this next chapter in their lives, great work ladies!
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Russell Schexnayder 
Willow Waterhole Park. 

 - Grand Opening - Cleanup Day!

Schloarship Award Winner:  Jasmine Foots

WESTBURy 
Community Center 
Stays open!
WCC President Becky Edmondson 
at June 20, 2011 announcement 
by US Rep Sheila Jackson Lee 
that donations by major Houston 
corporations  will allow all Houston 
community centers to remain 
open during summer, including the 
Westbury Community Center (Platou 
Community Center) which had been 
scheduled to close at the end of 
June 2011. Photo: Cindy Chapman 

*******************

 
The Gathering Place is a psychosocial clubhouse located in BOMD that 
serves as a refuge for adults with mental illness. Individuals who join learn 
constructive ways of dealing with their illnesses, which leads to more positive 
life choices and independent living. Frequently clubhouse members discover 
hidden aspirations and talents giving their lives fresh meaning and inspiration. 
Members involve themselves in many activities including running our retail 
store, baking birthday cakes for other members, staffing the library and 
computer lab, greeting visitors, participating in our wellness program, and 
telephoning others who have been absent for a few days. 

With approximately 400 members and an average daily attendance of 45, The Gathering Place is a hub of activity. 
Our services are offered free of charge to any adult with a mental illness and we are always on the lookout for new 
members as well as volunteers who can help with music, art, job coaching, and other activities. To join as a member 
or volunteer please call 713.729.3799 or email mgriffin@menninger.edu. To learn more visit www.gplace.org. 

 Community Partners Spotlight 
{The Gathering Place}

Schloarship Award Winner:

   Bailey Barnes
VOLUNTEER



  Community

Marian Splash Park 
Dedication
The community turned out in force for the 
grand opening and dedication of the Marian 
Splash Park on Saturday, April 2nd. Over 
200 community members, District and City 
Officials and dignitaries were on hand to join in the 
festivities. Council Member Anne Clutterbuck dedicated 
the park and officiated the ribbon cutting. Guests 
were treated to music and dance performances by 
Welch Middle School and lots of free food and games 
for the kids. The event was supported by the office of 
Council Member Clutterbuck, the Brays Oaks District, 
SW Houston 2000, SN 36, the City of Houston Parks 
Department and the Pink Hat Ladies.     



plEasE vIsIT Our wEBsITE aT www.BraysOaksMD.Org

 
 
 

 

Free Immunizations for children to age 17 
     (bring the children’s shot records) 
Free Vision screenings and glasses 
Free Dental screenings 
WIC and other children’s services 
 
        

AND FIND A MEDICAL HOME FOR YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY 
Visit with staff from 

----------------------- 
Legacy/Baker Ripley Clinics 
Shifa Clinic 
Southwest Neighborhood      
 Health Center 
Ibn Sina Clinic 
Hope Clinic 
El Franco Lee Community   
       Health Center 
Texas Children’s – West      
 Orem/Gulfton  
Find out where they are, hours they are 
open, cost and services they offer 

 Sponsored by St. Martin’s Episcopal Church, Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church, St. Lukes Methodist Church, The Westland YMCA, The 

Brays Oaks Management District and ECHOS. 

A BACK TO SCHOOL HEALTH FAIR 
FOR CHILDREN 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2011 

 

9:00 am – 12:00 noon 
WESTLAND YMCA 
10402 FONDREN, HOUSTON 77096 

 
Free medical and 
heart screenings for 
adults…. 
 

Medical services for 
the family and 
Gifts for all  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SHRED DAY HELPS EPIPHANY COMMUNITY HEALTH OUTREACH SERVICES 
 
 
 

Bring your sensitive information to be shredded securely and ON SITE and all computer 
equipment to be recycled at Epiphany Community Health Outreach Services - 9600 S. 
Gessner, 77071.  The event takes place on Saturday, June 18, from 9 am to Noon.  
 

100% of your donation goes to support the programs at ECHOS. Tell all your friends! 

 

 

Remember the Date:  Saturday, October 1, 2011  

Remember the Place:  9600 S. Gessner (corner of S. Gessner and Bissonnet) 

Remember the time:  9 am to Noon  

Donations:    $10 minimum (usually $75 for this service)  

Contact:  Susan – 713-320-8019 or s.casias@texassecurityshredding.com 

 Kathy – 713-270-0369 or keckhardt@echos-houston.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Susan Casias 
713-320-8019 

scasias@digitexcorp.com 
www.digitexcorp.com  

 
 
 
 

Save the Date!! 
 

Rob Landes presents 
 

 
 

a concert benefiting ECHOS 
 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 
3:00 – 4:00 pm 

 
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 

9600 S. Gessner @ Bissonnet 
Tickets:  $15.00 

 

 

Call 713.270.0369  
for information. 

A Chef’s Dinner 
Sunday, October 16, 2011 

 

 
 

 

A gourmet meal prepared 
by Chef Frederic Perrier 
of AURA Restaurant 

with 
 
 Wines paired by  

(Bear) Dalton 
fine wine buyer for Specs Wine, 
Spirits and Finer Foods  

A gourmet evening benefiting  
ECHOS* 

The evening will begin at 5:00 pm with an Aperitif in the 
Parish Hall at the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany (9600 S. 
Gessner at Bissonnet) and conclude at 7:00 pm. 

 

Sponsor tables, seating 8, are currently available for 
$1,000.00 each.  Purchase a table and bringing special 
friends, family members or business partners to a truly 
gourmet evening in Southwest Houston. 

Call ECHOS at 713.270.0369 for further information. 
 

*ECHOS (Epiphany Community Health Outreach Services) is a 501 (c) 3.  Donations are tax 
deductible as allowable by law. 

 



District Board of Directors
• Position   1 –   Ms. Starla Turnbo
• Position   2 –   Ms. Audrey Ingram
• Position   3 –   Mr. Charles F. Meyer
• Position   4 –   Mr. Mehmet Okumus 
• Position   5 –   Mr. Rene Joubert
• Position   6 –   Mr. Etan Mirwis
• Position   7 –   Mr. Alan Goodlow, Sr.
• Position   8 –   Ms. Elaine Gaskamp
• Position   9 –   Mr. Cary P. Yates
• Position 10 –   Mr. Greg Glenn
• Position 11 –   Mr. George O. Nwanguma

District offices & Staff 
District offices are located in the Bray Oaks Towers at 
10103 Fondren Rd., Suite 301, Houston, TX 77096

David Hawes - Executive Director
DHawes@BraysOaksMD.org
 
Richard Rodriguez - Director of Services
RRodriguez@BraysOaksMD.org | 713.595.1221

Natali Lacasa - Assistant Director of Services
NLacasa@BraysOaksMD.org | 713.517.7504

Gretchen Larson
- Director of Marketing & Business Development
GLarson@BraysOaksMD.org | 713.595.1215

Ray Lawrence - Director of Economic Development
RLawrence@BraysOaksMD.org | 713.595.1235

Brays Oaks Management District
www.BraysOaksMD.org
10103 Fondren Rd., Ste. 301
Houston, Texas 77096
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Community Meetings
 
Super Neighborhood #36 1st tuesday – 7:00 p.m. 
Braeswood Assembly of God 
Braesridge Club house - October and November

Brays Oaks ceRt 2nd Monday - 7:00 p.m.
10810 Braesridge dr. 

Apartment cluster  2nd tuesday - 11:30 a.m. 
10101 Fondren, Suite 100

hPd’s Apartment Positive Interaction Program 
4th thursday - 11:00 a.m.
10101 Fondren, Suite 100

Southwest West houston 2000, Inc.
Board of directors 3rd thursday - 7:30 a.m.  
Braeswood Assembly of God

SWh2000, Inc. crime Prevention and community 
Safety committee 3rd thursday - 7:30 a.m. 
Braeswood Assembly of God
10611 Fondren Road
Houston, TX 77096

District Meetings  - all District meetings, 
unless otherwise noted, are held at the District offices

Board of directors 3rd tuesday - 12:00 (noon) 

Marketing and Business development
2nd Wednesday - 12:00 (noon)

Business & economic development 1st thursday – 
8:00 a.m.

Public Safety and Security 2nd Wednesday – 9:00 a.m.

Landscape and Beautification committee 2nd 
Wednesday – 11:00 a.m.

overflowing with good news!


